Growth Group Discussion Questions
Series: Family Matters
Message: Relationships Matter to God part 2
 Teacher: Pastor Keith Graham (10-18-26)

Key Scripture: I John 4.20.  If someone says, ‘I love God,’ and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does not love his brother whom he has seen, how can he love God whom he has not seen. (NKJV)
 Objective: to understand the value God places on our relationships and commit to reflecting Christ in how we treat one another in our relationships.

*Use the message and the message notes and message help guide your answers and 
discussion for group.
Helpful Hints:
· Before you meet watch the message again on our YouTube page (Now Word Covenant Church)
· It is important to watch it again because there are things you miss the first time that you can get when you watch it again. 
· Use scripture to back up your answers during discussion. Try not to give your opinion as it pertains to the word of God.  If everyone in the group gives a different answer, then it is probably opinion and not Bible. 
· Try not to start your answer with “I think…”. Instead ask “What does God’s word say about this?” Always refer to the word of God, which is the answer to every question. 
· If no one knows the answer, it is okay to say, “I don’t know”.  Do some studying before the next meeting and be ready to share your answers. 

Pre-Discussion Questions:
1. What did the Holy Spirit reveal to you in Sunday’s message? 


Discussion Questions:

1. What does genuine repentance and taking responsibility look like in a relationship?
Scripture: 2 Corinthians 5:17, 19
PK emphasized that some relationships must be rebuilt through repentance, restitution, and changed behavior.
How can we tell the difference between someone who is genuinely taking responsibility and someone who is simply apologizing to move past the conflict? 


2. How can boundaries help us move forward without holding on to the past?
Scripture: 2 Corinthians 5:17
One of PK’s principles was to learn from what happened and establish boundaries that may affect conversations, activities, or expectations within a relationship.
Some people view boundaries as unloving or unforgiving. How would you explain the difference between setting a healthy boundary and holding an offense against someone? What are some examples of boundaries that could help a relationship become healthier?


3. When should we stop pursuing reconciliation in a relationship?
Scripture: 2 Corinthians 5:19; 1 Corinthians 2:16
PK identified three situations in which pursuing reconciliation may need to stop: when a relationship becomes unsafe or destructive, when reconciliation is not mutual, or when the relationship requires compromising God’s truth and the other person refuses to respect boundaries.
Why can it be difficult to accept that reconciliation may not be possible at a particular time? 


5. What does it mean to live out our new identity in Christ when someone has hurt us?
Scripture: 2 Corinthians 5:17; 1 Corinthians 2:16
PK taught that our relationship with Christ should change how we think, behave, and respond to life circumstances. We are called to let the mind of Christ govern our responses.
When you are hurt, disappointed, or offended, what is your natural response? How might your response change if you intentionally allowed God’s Word to guide your thoughts and actions instead of reacting from your emotions?


6. How can we become people who promote reconciliation rather than division?
Scripture: 2 Corinthians 5:19; Romans 12:4–5
PK reminded us that every believer is entrusted with the ministry of reconciliation—not only in sharing the gospel, but also in addressing broken relationships with one another.
How can our words, assumptions, or responses contribute to division in our families, friendships, workplaces, or church? What practical steps can we take to help restore peace rather than make a conflict worse?



7. What does a healthy, Christ-centered relationship look like after reconciliation?
Scripture: John 13:34–35; 2 Corinthians 5:17
PK taught that Christ-centered relationships reflect His love, truth, and grace. He also emphasized that a relationship may need to be rebuilt rather than simply returned to its former state.
How might a reconciled relationship look different from the relationship that existed before the offense? What changes in communication, expectations, accountability, or behavior might help both people move forward in a healthier way?


8. What is one relationship in which God may be calling you to apply this message?
Scripture: 2 Corinthians 5:17, 19; Romans 12:4–5
Throughout this message, PK challenged us to leave the past behind, learn from what happened, live out our new identity in Christ, and participate in the ministry of reconciliation.
Without sharing details you would prefer to keep private, consider an area of your life where these principles could apply. Is there an offense you need to release, a lesson you need to learn, a boundary you need to establish, or a step toward reconciliation you need to consider? What is one practical action you can take this week?

